TRIO ThinkQuest Success Using Rubric Driven Curriculum
Unit 2: Understanding the TTQ Rubric
Unit 2 - Section 1 (Includes Elements 1 & 2)
Element # 1: Educational Value – Educational Objectives

15 points
	Educational Value
	Educational Objectives

	· Promotes compelling learning experience, and/or

· Elicits new interest or understanding of a topic


	· States an intended audience

· States a compelling reason for writing about the topic

· States innovative questions for the reader to think about, and/or

· States what the reader will learn



	Curriculum Planning:

To make a topic educationally valuable, it is important to go into depth, explore, ask questions, synthesize information, come up with a new idea, look at it in multiple perspectives/points of view, and/or through different disciplines. It shouldn’t just report what is already available.

To choose a good topic that will allow the points above, students could:

· Look at something they are already learning in school that they would like to know even more about,
· Choose something that is interesting to them that hasn’t been explored in great depth,

OR, more importantly,

· Choose something from their cultures that can be compared/contrasted, or from their regions or areas that can be compared/contrasted to each other

· Look at a specialty in their area that isn’t well known throughout the world


	Curriculum Planning:

It is important for students to spend some time on the list above and to make it clear on their site’s Home page who the site is for and what they want them to learn.


Judging Note: If a TTQ site is very high in educational value but its objectives are not stated as well as they could be (or vice versa), it is fine to average the points. For example, the site could be in the range of 15 points for value, but 8 points for objectives making it reasonable to score it at 11 points.




Element # 2: Quality and Originality of Presentation/Design
15 points
	Quality in Design/Presentation
	Originality in Design/Presentation

	· All elements of the design and presentation work well together
· Attention to color and layout

· Writing is well-presented in layout form

· Design is accessible to most individuals


	· Presentation is non-linear (beyond the paper-based layout and reading/scrolling down the screen)

· Contains many original design or presentation elements, such as images, text, video, sound, buttons, icons, etc.

	A clean design and layout will go further with the judges than a flashy colorful layout that draws attention away from the content. Before adding too many design or presentation bells and whistles, think if the content will benefit from it.

Accessibility for most individuals is very important. A clean design and presentation will allow more accessibility.


	Original ways to present or design information away from a linear, down the page presentation is desired. Break items up so that one idea fits on a page. If you have to scroll very much, the page has become too linear.
Original images, videos, sound, etc., means that the students made them.


Judging Note: As with Rubric 1, judges will score for each of these elements with Rubric 2 and “average” out the final score.


Your Notes:















